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(R - . One high school course in the novel that has proved

to be very successful for gifted students requires four novels B
and--rather than quizzes and oral discussion-~analytical papers and

- responsive jaurha%ggriting._ahile the students pace their reading,
the teacher can ju¥ge by the journal entries whether the students are
on schedule. To enhance comprehension, lectures or films are -
presented as background for the novel being read, and -vocabulary
study focuses on unfamiliar words in the text. This interdisciplinary
appreach allows gifted students to decide how they will schedule v
their reading ahd writivng and to get past 'the simple cogni'tive L,
aspects of learning in grder to concentrate @lmost totally on the .
bigher levels of thinking--analysis, synthesis, and
application--reccmmenided for gifted students. The papers lat then
reach as far as they are able, and no teachers are imposing their
thoughts on the students. Many StuﬂéntS.Perhé independently soma of
the tangents created by the background information. This fo:rmat seems
to motivate average students also. They learn not to fear "big
novels," since the course eliminates some of the "drag" on reading.
It emphasizes reading ‘for idea and enjoyment and promotes

v-self-digcipline. (HTH) o -
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L teach a h1gh 5choa1 caurse in the ngve1 with o’ da11y qu1zzes Dr x: _

_ : o
- tests aver content, very Fittle oral d1scu531on, and bas1ca11y 11tt1e Dpﬁar—
_tun1ty far avert negat1ves frcm the students. Unt11srecent1y I never con=

2

.-

51dered that apprcach to be noteworthy, Even thcugh Student respanse has

-always been enthus1ast1c I am the on]y teazher of a. ncvels zau?se 1n*my

ED199764

| o
district, and my other assignments seem ta be d15cussed mare_frequent]y in
local shop-talk anq at area in-service meetings. I therefore have not often

I COmpaﬁed notes.: g S C o
o - . . _

However, some conventinn conversat1an5 the past two years have caused .
me to see the pecu11ar strengths of my methcd and 1até1y, as I have beéh - bii

involved in Sett1ng up a genera] program Fcr the g1fted in my s¢h001, I have

1ooked at 1t even more c]ose]y to see how it re]ates to the needs of g1fted

students

1 sh@u1d exp1a1n that 1 teach a compcs1t1en course f1rst semester to

‘F

"average and abave" saphamares " That is an intensive wr1t1ng course whi;h(_

e = .v ,
also 1nc1udés VQcabu1ary and. grammar study Second semester I take many of.

“these staﬁents into Novel. “Even thaughvit 15:1isted'in'our English curriculum 7

as a‘"read1ng”‘caurse, a major empﬁhs1s 15 a respcn51ve JOurnaT é%d ana]yt1ca1 7

‘. papersr' %heﬁsaphamgre .year, then, aims at f1uency on paper _ o , {

o ; | There are Féur requ1red novels: GRAPE%WPF WRATH (3 weeks)g EXDDUS\(A;= //
:3 ‘ weeks)J GIANTS IN THE EARTH (3 weeks), and ETHAN FRDME (2 weeks). 1 have ;

lcan51déred chang1ng same Df these, but Ennugh students each year claim each

nove1 as “favor1te" to warrant keep1ng all for the present They read 35-40
/

". B a =
5 B . . . =
M . "s_i{(_:v‘ ° ﬁ . . / B —
: R L 1 S

I




_k.ﬁiéf',‘t . pages per- day on these nequired books Mnnday tﬁ}nugh Fn1day The majnrity
| read rather chaT1eng1ng nave]s frnm my c1assrnam naperback 11brary an a- "

i vy

‘ﬁiftf!xfnvia'; Cr1ticaq'anaTySTijELWEEkS) and a cumparat1ve ana]ys15 (4 weeks) I do nat- ‘

\

1fi1f i qheck tn ‘sp hnw far they are eacn day. a]thnugh 1 have a gnnd 1dea whene
_ g \_\ |

N '“ﬁ;_ “g” they are through their week]y Jaurnals R ";v TR N

" I be]ieve quizzes do.not prnv1de tne kind of 1ncent1ve many teachens

seem to think tney do w1th a boak as’ heavy on deta11 as EXDDUS fnr examp]e,

v . i = \-, \

&n %-_ll' . 1t‘becames a negat1ve w1th even the hest readers to have tn think- "qu1z "

<
I a]so feel sophnmnres can develop snmeﬁ1mpnrtant se?f d1sc1p11ne thnnughx

- s, v o Teann1ng how to pace themse1ves to stgy on tanget‘ G1fted ‘students .need that -

¢ :
: as much as anynne-—snmet1mes moregaa : . -

As fon tests ~and mast study gu1des on’ nnve]s, 1 feel they, tnn, cause :
students to nead tno much fon deta11, at tne expense of enJoyment and th1nk1ng,_
¢ | w;:if : ?nd at this 1eve1 my an is to 1nsp1re them to be neadens They W111 prnbab]y
| forget the details eventua]]y-ﬁmaybe even qu1ck1y, but they will remémben e

: the genena1 1mpact fnr a 1cng t1me if. they ané allowed to immerse themse1ves

Ky

3 S Fnee?y In n]ace oF tests they write papens, chnos1ng one tnp1c frcm Sevena]

&

I suggest-=an 1n-1epth characterization, an ana1y51s of 5ty1e or sett1ng or

L cnnf11cts, or somd other topic renreSent1ng “the entire nnve1 :L? ; .y
There s very 11tt1e c]ass d1scu551nn Here I be11eVe that on a nnrma1

day I m1ght hear fnnm nalf of the students once or tw;géatﬁégta] d15tuss1nn
, .

Rather, [ pnefen to ne]y on Jnurna1s--Q3551des nF a spiral notebnok sheet
ance a week-sta let me know hnw all are responding to what they "are read1ng
o T encourage’ tnem to react to charactens, comment on 3ty1e or cnnf11cts, or’ )
’ L

simply complain, cheen, tell me how hard it is to concentrate an the bnak ar n?f:

N ;', "L asg_quest1nnst§nout wn%;*they,do not understand. They can also react to

;e

LN T ' 1 i . [




[

a

]
o
)

Y = \—z L s
: sharpans their ab111tx to organ1ze, dts 111, ané choaSe, and we build a Ty

P

'épeakers and”tiTma I present. 1 tell

fan thETr own, and that I dn nat want to

about their read1ng on papar -and they

v{ !Ehy sensitive, and ‘they hide the1r good- m1nds

" half there. When it is late, the ny is. c1rc1ad Tte procedure is. vety

W o
I

,hem that I yant them tc d1scovar th1n95;
,1va them d1ratt1en in tntarpretat1an

Thé JournaTs papars appraach rea1 y. rastricts tham ta cammun1gat1ng
= ' )
,come qu1te art1cu1ata The wr1t1ng

T “‘-.sf’
rapport thraugh the1r commants and quest1ons aia my marg1na1 notes an raspanse

1

o/

There is. samething here, tno that ra1ates to -he g1ftad Many are qu1at .and

“In the-gaurna1s, hcwevar, =
they are usua11y w1111ng to be honast and axpr'351va S . s :_iig
I raad tha Journa1s qu1ck1y, mark1ng natawarthy statamEnts w1th my
fam1]1ar ”p]us" (+) in the marg1n, oftaq wr1t1ng qu1ck marg1naT natesi ‘Iﬁ;my
gradabnak [ mark an ny 1f it'is adaquate and on t1me an "X“ w1th an extﬁawf

"/" if it shows axcapt1ana1 affart or thaught, a ”ha1f X"*(/) 1Fi1t is 0ﬂly§ T

14

< R

simple. At the end af'the quartar I 1ettar grada tham according tc the number

V-Df X's and c1rc1&s§ They do.a 1at oF wr1t1ng, but 1t daas not damand a great”

investment of t1me for ma Dn 1 or 2 days: each week I read Jautna1s wh11a

-they take a vocabu1ary test Dr work on jcurnaTs The studen;s saamitc sense

[ 4
a sort of mutua1 part1c1pat1on, and thay ga abcut tha1r wark Fa1r1y canac1en=

t1ou51y. -1 can ca11 them up 1nd1v1dua11y to axp1a1n samath1ng ment1onad 1n

the1r Jaurna1s, and they are also free to brawsa through bulletin bazrd

i - & .
art1c1as, suppﬁemantary mataria]a, and pasted papers. ’ ' &\ : e

V) e
A graduate raad1ng course [ took recently canF1rmad a susp1C1an [ had had

that camprahena1an is enhanced more by experience in 11fa than by dacod1ng
Sk11is Therefare perhaps twice a week I Tecture, br1ng in spaakers or show

F1Tms as background to the novel being read--on the Depraas1an Far GRAPES OF

LY

AN
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' confus1qn on some po1nt or whEn egperTen:efte11s me to help them a1cng w1th

'5:.-‘! ; f

HRETH ,*.0n Juda1sm or Nazi ph1105@phy or the M1dd1e East nr current events {

‘§ GIANTE we a]sa 11sten ta Edvard GFTEQ and see 511des fram aur Tacal heritage

,center for GIANTS _ It/ ecnmes rather 1nterd1sc1p11nary, an apprgach oftén

i

reﬁcmmended for the g1fted ' };‘E >

£

i ° .
[

R I used to be hgrr1F1ed at how 11tt1é my studen€§ under%tnﬂd abﬁut the g
warld==even about bas1c geggraphy, not to mentian cther cu1tures and ether*;f
ways af th1nk1ng I am" st1]] agpa11ed at hew narruw their wchds are but

now I s1mp}y assume they arg narrcw and praceed—_1ntm geagraphy, h1story,. .

-~ fthe arts, .ang whateveﬁ e]se app11es~ . 'ér- ',‘ ‘ o . : 1@

n
S, c i { . K

. I ;1ar1fy matters frcm the novel an1y when severa1 Journais 1ndicate B

Ed ¥

jsnme brief’exp1anatign T CDnt1nue to tell fbem how proud I am Df their .
1ns1ght3-—arr1ved at w1thaut my' he1p ‘Often, after a unat.1s,dnne; I‘canvey f'

”"Some _things the, “experts” say abaut the ncve1 §ut, for the most part, thej

A

are.on thE1r an

A

QOur vniabu1ary study seems to be a rather pQPUTar aspect of the cnurse

'Each Manday I spend about 15 minutes exp1a1n1ng 25- 30 words, 11sted on the

cha]kboard which are from the novel current?y being read or soan ta be read.

[

I put each one into several contexts, and the students write den whetever

they want tD-—synonyms, def1n1t1gns, p9551b1e cnntexts Qn Tuesday, wednesdayk
and Thur?day I 3pend about 5- anutES each day rEV1ew1ng them emphasizing

cantext, rather than déF1n1t1Dn Then on Fr1day there is -a test, putting

words 1ntc cantexts, samet1mes using Egntexts erm the, novel. These tests can

be student Checkéd at the end of the glass per1cd\_and they take ¥1tt1a teacher

t1meﬂ-that 15, after the First year when the tests must be’ campased _ I‘use

SO



' *i;jéurﬂa15 are qu1te 1nsp1r1ng in this rega

rkj_the same system during the first éemeste# ccmpas1ticn ccurse and by the end

{ =
of the year they have had apprnx1mate¥y/2000 words 1 try ta precede each

nave1 unit w1th mast DF ‘the words fremrthe navel and’the students are gratefu1,bﬁ

B P

, iaccc(d1ng to the1r Journals Therrepe%1t19n and, emphas1s on cantext resu]t 1n
= *

goad retent1on Th1s is a:tua11yL§ fare1gn 1anguage teach1ng techn1que=—v

wards repeate? over a period of time. and used :in, context. - After aTT, these
]

‘* new wards are then 11ke a "fare1gn ]anguage" fcr the students and they need

that language ta redd the novels. / R “'t,' S

cm

Nhy do I. ccns1der a]1 th1s sn/effect1ve fcr the g1fted student? Because'

each unit is open- ended “Studentis can read re1atéd nave1s and wrate about

- them 1n the1r Jaurna1s 1f they f1n1sh ear1y They are aIsa on. the1r own:

;ggl,dec1de how théy w:]] schedu1% the1r read1ng and wr1t1ng Theré is reem :

fcr them to get past the s1mp1e cagn1t1ve aspects cf 1earn1ng and to concen—
trate a]mcst tota11y on the h1gher 1eve]s of, th1nk1ng-=aég1y51s, synthe515$

-app11:at1on;=5351c t@ g1fted educat1on The papers 1et them ‘reach as far as _
they are ab1e, and no: teacher is 1mpos1ng h15 thoughts on them. They a1so

. like the backgrgund presantat1ons, and many pursue- scme of these tangents

?Further on thenr an The farmat, in fact, prnbably appeals mDst to the

3

'gifted They are w1th th91r peers, ma1nstreamed but the ccurse encourages

: !them to th1nk and Explmre "beycnd the pack "

However, - 1t seems to energ1ze the Dther students, tao In fact 1

o usua11y see the largest gruwth 1n the "average " The1r vccabu1ar1es grow,

and the‘”exper1ence“ DF the nave1s st1mu1i}es grawth in awareness Their

Students--mediocre as we11 as

-

: g1fted-—f1nd they tune in mare to the', ‘news and -to books 1n genera1 after th1s

course. They 1earn not tD fear “519 nave1s,” and they 1earn that muih can be
. . L] :

. =

=y

.
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SRR Just as the “Jetetream" is.a h1gh epeed h1gh a1t1tude e1r current,

! wh1eh tan enhenee F1yTng speed this cnurse e11m1nages some eF the "drag” on ~L§
read1ng It enhances “Speed, wh11e emphee1zing reading for idea and enjnyment,gf
| -:e: and 1t premetes §e1F=d1se1p11ne “When they eenquer e‘ eevy, theught prnvak1ng
¢ ok neve1 wr1te a n1te peper and turn 1n the1r Jeurna1s,,5tudente heve a s;%xd
eense ;f ecenmp11ehment 1 enceurege them ta shere thnse Jeurnale and papere- e
w1th the1r perente who give me nice feedbaek end gret1tude at parent j? ; ' ba
| conferences I tréat _such pub11cﬁre¥et1on; emphasis ser1nus1y Pns1t1ves 1nf
" that d1rect1en m1ght e11ew meFte eontTnue what I a de1ng a 11tt1e 1en§er
Dnce the bee1c reut1ne 15 eeteb11ehed éhere is no ‘need For any- week1y
queet1nn1ng or groan1ng over whether someth1ng 15 due They know that 'iéf
) a1nee¢y——from the schedu]e eetab11shed at the outeet Thet 1e my “ebeente
ef negét1ves £ Even when ‘someone is having diff1cu1ty w1th a povel at firsty
o or 15 Fe]Ting behind, the fact that he can’ teTﬂ me thet in. the Jjournal e11m=
inates audﬁb1e grumb11ng in class. I can e]sn imply” thet most are de1ng a ‘ .
*well or that many are pest the he]tway po1nt and -are F1nd1ng e faeter pace,
*%*ég} v1= or I can e1mp1y cenvey some .of. the journal profundities to the e1ess In

L_\

other worde, I can stress the pnelt1ve, end if as udent is precrest1nat1ng,e

g

&

[ can help him see that he does not have mueh cempany He,eeon_etepe bragging
. T

about hew far he is beh1nd

=

In’ the final exam, by. necess1ty ebgeet1ve, I 1ne1ude the 1aet vncebu]any

T%St nn1y, 11tenary terme, some genera] queet1nns about the nove1s Peed, and
meJer titles and euthers—=d1ecussed dur1ng the eoﬁparat1ve ene1ye1e un1t'nean
the end of the course.. Usue11y B ceunt the1r F1na1 eaper as 1/3 Df their

) 'y
final exam grede, since wr1t1ng 15 50 ﬁuth emphas1eed 1n the course.
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‘ Dne n1ght my e1ghth grader daughter cr1ed as she 1abared over: her

fifteenth’ (or so) daily stud_y guide for ACROSS FIVE APRILS Every dax‘ there - .

";'”‘ had been about 20 quest1ans--many over m1nnr deta11s

Answers were "wrang"

!"1F vague quest1ans were4m1s1nterpreted She ‘said she- hated "the book and )

- thesway-l.dq And 1t is gccd for the average and the g1fted a11ke

-fwanderéd why her. teacher wnu]d not let har n]o! 1t

"A gdad reader was

i d1s11k1ng a good baok ‘and. that made me saﬁ 1 d1d n@t 11ke that p]add1ng

apprcach when I was a student e1ther Maybe that 1s why I teach the nﬁve]

s




